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State Water Resources Control Board
1001 I Street, 24" Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814
commentletters@waterboards.ca.gov

Subject: City of San Diego Comments Letter — San Diego TMDL for Dissolved Copper,
Lead and Zinc in Chollas Creek

Dear Ms. Townsend:

The City of San Diego, Storm Water Department, is pleased to provide the State Water
Resources Control Board (State Board) with the following comments regarding the San Diego
TMDL for Dissolved Copper, Lead, and Zinc in Chollas Creek.

The City is asking to be afforded the same considerations in our resolution as those found in the
Los Angeles River Metals TMDL Resolution 2008-0046. The San Diego Regional Water
Quality Control Board technical report states on page 48 “A¢ this time however, a reasonable
assumption is that Chollas Creek receives significant amounts of copper, lead, and zinc from
indirect deposition.” The attached report explains the City’s position regarding this issue. The
acceptance of our requested action would confirm the State Board’s Draft Strategic Flan
commitment to apply TMDL requirements consistently across California.

Yoﬁr consideration and approval of our recommendations and requests is greatly appreciated. If
~ you have any questions, please contact me at 619/525-8564 or Ruth Kolb at 619/525-8636.

Sincerely,
Kris McFadden
Deputy Directqr

Enclosure:  City of San Diego Comments Regarding: San Diego Total Maximum Daily Load
for Dissolved Copper, Lead and Zinc in Chollas Creek, July 7, 2008
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City of San Diego Comments Regarding:
. "San Diego Total Maximum Daily Load for
il 1ssolved Copper, Lead and Zinc in Chollas Creek
‘ July 7, 2008

. The City of San Diegg began taking a series of steps to determine what actions were necessary to
achieve the mandated load feductions. In September 2006, the City developed the Chollas Creek
-~ Fotal Maximun D l:iy -Eoad (TMDL) Scurce Loading, Best Management Practice (BMP) and
Monitoring Strategy Assessment Report (Chollas Creek Strategic Plan). We identified:
» Data gaps due to unmeasured dry weather aerial deposition in the watershed;
Usable industrial and commercial facilities monitoring data;
The need to confirm metals sources;
The need to confirm bacteria sources; i
The need to assess the magnitude of bacteria re-growth in channels and storm drain pipes;
The need to evaluate the load contribution of ponded water, dry weather flows, and first
~ flush phenomenon for bacteria and other pollutants; and,
¢ The need to develop an overall mass balance loading estimate for all sources to prioritize
management actions, develop effective polluhon prevention, source control and treatment
control measures.

Based on the Chollas Creek Strategic Plan, the City took action to address the watershed’s water
quality problems. The first step was to conduct studies to assess what are the sources of
pollutants, fill data gaps, determine which Best Management Practices (BMPs) work the best for
each pollutant, where to place the BMPs, and which BMPs are more cost effective. The City used
an integrated TMDL approach for our evaluation and assessment. This assessment was used to
inform the Mayor and City Council of the water quality impacts, as they were listed on the 40
CFR 303(d) List of Impaired Waterbody Segments. A primary consideration was that we include
all pollutants at once to proposed pilet BMPs to achieve the required load reductions; thereby,
using public funds in the most effective and efficient manner. To help this process move forward
more comprehensively, we request that all future TMDLs take an integrated approach.

- Based on the Chollas Creek Strategic Plan, the City initiated the following projects to address this
TMDL:
* Restoration of a 600 foot portion of the channelized creek with California Proposition 13
 grant funding;
* Re-evaluation of the Tetra Tech TMDL model to determine our priority subwatersheds
based on the pollutant loading;
Assignment of BMPs to specific subwatersheds based on pollutant loading;
Conducted monitoring at the mandated locations and additional sites;
Initiation of advanced technology street sweeping pilot study;
Implementation of effectiveness assessment monitoring;
Initiation of the Dalbergia Street green mall pilot project concept design; and,
*» Initiation of the Memorial Park infiltration project concept design.
In 2006, the City initiated an aerial deposition study based on the Southern California Coastal
Waters Research Project (SCCWRP) aerial deposition study in the Los Angeles basin. The




